ORDINANCE  #286
AN ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO DOG LICENESES, BREEDS OF DOGS, NUSIANCE AND REMOVAL OR DESTRUCTION

Section 1.  License, Application and Fee for Dogs

License:

It shall be unlawful for any person or persons with the City of Avon to keep, maintain or have custody or under his/her control, any dog or animal of the dog kind, without first having obtained a license so to do from the City Finance Officer or Police Department, as hereafter provided and without having paid the license fee therefore.

Fee:

Any person or persons desiring to keep, maintain, or have in his/her custody by himself/herself or agent within the said City of Avon, any dog, shall on or before the 30th of June in each year make application to the city for a license to keep such dog; such application shall be in writing stating the name, sex, color and other distinguishing characteristics of said dog and the name of the owner thereof and that the dog has no vicious propensities so far as known to said applicant or to any other interested party.  Such application shall be made on printed blank furnished by the City and shall be filed with the City Finance Officer.  In addition, the person desiring to license the said dog shall furnish proof from a licensed veterinarian that the said dog has been immunized for rabies within the last twenty-four (24) months.

In the event, the City Finance Officer has in his/her possession a signed complaint or complaints verified by the Police Department that such dog has vicious propensities, such application shall be denied, and the owner or person having control of such dog shall cause the same to be removed from the corporate city limits.  Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be fined in a sum not exceeding the sum of one hundred dollars ($100).  Each day such violation continues shall be considered a separate offense.

Tag Fee:

The applicant shall at the time of making such application pay to the City Finance Officer or Police Department as a license fee the sum of five dollars ($5.00) for each dog (6 months or older beginning January 2006) for which such license is sought and shall deliver to the City Finance Officer or Police Department a receipt from the City Finance Officer or Police Department showing payment of such fees at the time of the filing of such application.  It shall be the duty of the City Finance Officer or Police Department at the time of issuance of license herein provided for to furnish and deliver to said applicant a metallic tag for each dog for which such license is issued upon which tag is stamped or engraved the registered number of the dog and the year when registered.

It shall also be the duty of the owner of the dog to place a collar around the neck of such dog so owned or kept by him/her on which collar shall be securely fastened a tag so furnished by the City, provided that in case of the loss of any tag so issued, the said City Finance Officer is authorized to issue a duplicate thereof upon payment to him/her the sum of two dollars ($2.00) upon application being made therefore and upon satisfactory proof that such tag has been lost.

Section 2.  Dogs at Large

It shall be unlawful for any person in the City of Avon to have any dog which is owned, kept, harbored, or allowed to be habitually in or upon the premises occuped by him or under his or their control to be at large at any time upon the streets, sidewalks, or to go in or upon the private premises of others or upon any public property.

For purposes of this section any dog shall be deemed to be at large when such animal is not confined or on the premises of the owner, or on a leash in the hands of some attendant, or unless such dog, is loose, is accompanied by and under the control and direction of a competent person and obedient to that person’s command and is within two of the dogs body length from the person, or within a vehicle being driven of parked on the street.

The penalty for having a dog at large will be twenty dollars ($20.00) plus any court costs.

Section 3.  Destruction of Dogs Running At Large

The Chief of Police is hereby authorized to employ, whenever he/she deem it necessary, a sufficient number of persons to capture, kill and dispose of all dogs found running at large, contrary to the provisions of this chapter.  It shall be the duty of the person in charge to destroy such dog and to cause it to be removed and properly buried.

Section 4.  Keeping Vicious or Dangerous Dog(s) Prohibited

The following specific canine breeds, mixed-breeds, and crossbreeds are hereby defined as vicious:
Stafford shire Bull terrier, or any dog commonly known as “Pit bull”



Rottwieler



Doberman Pincer



Wolf

Dangerous Animals shall mean any animal, reptile or fowl which is not naturally tame or gentle, but is of a wild nature or disposition, and which because of its size, nature or other characteristics (such as being poisonous or carnivorous) would constitute a danger to human life or property if it escaped from secure quarters; or

Any domestic mammal, reptile or fowl, which because of its size or vicious propensity or other characteristics would constitute a danger to human life or property if it escaped from, secure quarters.

Section 5.  Dogs, Nuisance

On the Complaint by two affidavits, which two affidavits have been signed within a 72 hour period, of any two adults not of the same household, that a dog barks or howls whereby the peace and quiet of the complainants is disturbed and upon the expiration of ten days commencing upon service of the affidavits upon the dog owner whereby problem of unreasonable noise has not been rectified to the satisfaction of the two complainants, and upon a finding by the court by a preponderance of the evidence that the dog(s) has unreasonably disturbed the peace and quiet of the complainants, the owner or owners of the dog(s) shall be subject to a fine not to exceed $200.00 plus costs as allowed by law, and the court may order a humane destruction of the dog or require the removal of the dog from the Avon City Limits.

Section 6.  Immediate Removal and Destruction

Upon notice from a member of the police department the owner of a dog or other animal, declared or identified as a vicious or dangerous dog, or other animal as defined in this section, shall within 24 hours after such notice remove such dog, other animal from the City or destroy it.

Nothing in this chapter should be construed to prevent the immediate destruction of a vicious or dangerous dog, or other animal by a police officer:

a. if the owner does not comply with the order from a police officer to remove or destroy such dog, or other animal, in time allotted;

b. if the surrounding circumstances deem it necessary to take immediate action relative to destruction; or

c. if the animal’s owner and/or police officer are unable to restrain or control the dog, or other animal, so it might be impounded or removed.

Section 7.  Time for Keeping Dogs Impounded

Licensed dogs impounded pursuant hereto shall be kept for a least seven (7) days and unlicensed dogs shall be impounded for five (5) days after giving or posting of the notice required herein, and at the expiration of which time the dog shall be destroyed in some humane manner.

Section 8.  Certain Dogs Not To Be Released

Any dog, which appears to be suffering from rabies or any other infectious or dangerous disease, shall not be released, but may be forthwith destroyed.

In the interest of immediate need for the public safety and welfare, any provisions shall be in full force and effect immediately and shall not be subject to the principle of pre-existing conditions (commonly referred to as “grandfather clause.”)
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